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The Region of Colombia-Ecuador recommends to our fraternal prayers our dear 

brother, Cecilio de LORA SORIA, priest, of the Marianist community Santa María del 

Pilar/Casa Regional, Bogotá, Colombia, who died in the service of the Blessed Virgin 

on April 3, 2021, in Bogota, Colombia, at the age of 91 with 74 years of religious 

profession. 

  

Fr. Cecilio was born in Larache, (Morocco, Africa, Spanish Protectorate), on April 16, 

1929. He received his Baptism and Confirmation in Larache, in April 1929.  Since his 

father was a soldier, the Baptism and Confirmation took place in the military vicariate. 

He was born into a close-knit family. It consisted of his father Cecilio de Lora Ristori, 

his mother Emilia Soria Gassend, and his siblings Emilia, Federico, Francisco and 

Concepción. 

  

Later the entire family moved back to Spain. Cecilio's mother was left alone with her 

children when a firing squad in Paracuellos del Jarama killed his father during the 

terrible violence in Madrid in 1936.   The family had to leave Madrid and go to the 

Andalusian town of San Fernando, where there was some peace and quiet.  With great 

effort, Doña Emilia single-handedly raised her five children.  She educated them in the 



Christian principles and values, which she instilled in them from an early age. 

  

Already as a student at the Marianist School of El Pilar in Madrid, from which he 

graduated in 1946, he felt the call of the Lord to follow Him in the Marianist life. Cecilio 

said yes to this call with great generosity. He made his novitiate (1945-1946) in Elorrio 

and his first profession in Elorrio on September 19, 1946. He made his scholasticate in 

Carabanchel - Madrid (1947-1949) and professed his final vows in Vitoria on August 

15, 1952. His ordination to the priesthood took place in Fribourg (Switzerland) on July 

14, 1957. After his ordination, he worked as a teacher in Valencia. The students in 

Valencia appreciated him both as a person and as a teacher.   In fact, he remained in 

contact with many of these former students throughout his life. He was also Director of 

Studies at the Scholasticate of Saragossa (1962-1964). 

  

His academic life and studies were accomplished with notable achievements because 

of his high intelligence and sharp critical thinking. He obtained a degree in Philosophy 

in 1952 from the University of Murcia (Spain), a degree in Theology in 1958 from the 

University of Fribourg (Switzerland), a master's degree in Sociology of Education in 

1961 from Columbia University in New York (USA), and a doctorate in Social Sciences 

in 1964 from the Gregorian University in Rome (Italy). 

  

However, Cecilio always had a great desire to go to the Americas as a 

missionary.   This became a reality when his superiors assigned him to Colombia to 

work in the Latin American Episcopal Council (CELAM) (1965-1971). "When I was 

preparing to go to Colombia I attended a meeting in Louvain (Belgium) with the 

international study and research center 'Pro Mundi Vita', which had a great influence 

in the 60s. There I had the enriching opportunity of having long conversations with 

Monsignor Manuel Larraín, then president of CELAM and bishop of Talca, in 

Chile", reads one of the testimonies in his writing "Ecclesial Springtime.” The possibility 

and the idea of working with CELAM came from Monsignor Larraín himself.  Cecilio 

wrote the following:  "I was looking for a place and a task that would respond to my 

missionary concerns.”  Fr. Julio Hoyos, Provincial of the Province of Saragossa at the 

time, agreed with him. 

  

He arrived in Bogotá in 1965.  A few days later, he joined the community of La 

Magdalena, being one of the founders of the Society of Mary in that country. Upon his 

arrival in Bogotá, he joined the General Secretariat of CELAM with the mission of 

collaborating in the preparation of the II General Conference of the Latin American 

Episcopate to be held in Medellín (Colombia), in August 1968.  The purpose of the 



conference was to bring together the episcopate of the continent "to see how the 

Council could be translated and applied to our reality with a profound pastoral 

sense".  He worked intensely with Monsignor Pironio, who was the Secretary General 

of CELAM, in the elaboration of the theme and the practical logistics of the Medellin 

Conference. 

  

A few years later, he had to leave CELAM because a bishop opposed his clear option 

for the poor. It was "uncomfortable" for the bishop. This generated a major crisis for 

Cecilio, as the news came to him while he was on sabbatical in Cambridge (England). 

  

He was then assigned to Chile, to the CIDE (Center for Research and Educational 

Development) from 1974 to 1979. That year he actively participated in the "III General 

Conference of the Latin American Episcopate", in 1979 in Puebla (Mexico) as a 

consultant theologian. There he met and helped Monsignor Oscar Arnulfo Romero (St. 

Romero). Cecilio always insisted that the Church was for the Kingdom of God and that 

its action could not be faithful to Jesus if it was not framed in a clear option for the poor 

and the excluded of this world. 

  

From 1979 to 1989, Cecilio was in Girardot as pastor of our Holy Spirit Parish in 

Kennedy, a section of the city of Bogotá.  He was also a professor of philosophy and 

religion at the Holy Spirit Cooperative School. He was an active participant in the 

Conference of Religious of Colombia. 

   

In 1990-92, he was parish priest in Socorro (Bogotá), in the parish of Our Lady of 

Charity. In 1993, he was appointed Regional Superior and formator from the 

Community of San Antonio, responsibilities which he exercised until 2001. From 2002 

to 2011, he was in Latacunga (Ecuador). There he had a close relationship with 

the Conference of Religious of Ecuador and with all of the Dioceses. He also worked 

for a few months in the novitiate, from July to December 2012, in Santiago de Chile. 

He then returned to Latacunga from 2014 to September 2015. 

  

He had to return to Colombia due to a serious accident.  He went to the community of 

Ciudad Jardín Sur (Bogotá) and remained there until his death. He prayed long hours 

in the chapel, before the Blessed Sacrament, for all the brothers and works of the 

Society of Mary. The rosary was always his companion in these last years of his life, 

as he prayed the four mysteries each day. He helped in the formation of the temporary 

professed and the Marianist Alliance, with great depth and love for the Church and the 

Marianist Family. 



 

On Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021, the clock struck 2:45 pm, when our beloved Cecilio 

("Chilo") left the life of this world to pass into eternity.  God, his father, in whom he 

believed so much, now receives him joyfully in his merciful arms, presented by our 

august Mother the Virgin Mary, as one of his favorite children. 

  

His Easter leaves us a great legacy and a great responsibility to the new generations, 

for whom he always insisted: "Live your Consecration deeply, be faithful to the end, 

and do not forget that we have not chosen God, but that it is God who has chosen 

us".  May Cecilio have joy in Heaven because he has faithfully reached his goal! 
  

 


